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DOCKET NO: PHRM0028-101 (6195-NCN1) PATENT 
Serial No.: 09/322,732 Filed: May 28> 1999 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Please cancel claims 1 44, 1 5 1 -1 53 and 1 55- 1 63 without prejudice. 
Please amend claims 7, 8, 143, 145, 146, and 154. 

STATUS OF CLAIMS 

1-6. (Canceled) 

7, (Currently Amended) A method for identifying a compound that increases a binding 
activity of prokaryotic elongation factor p (cfp) and an activity o f a LI 6 protein comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) contacting efp with a compound; 

(b) determining whether the compound increases the binding activity of efp; and 

(c) comparing the ac t ivity of a L16 protein in the presence of the c ompound to the 
activity of a L16 protein in the absence of the compound: 

wherein an increase in the activity of a L 16 protein in the presence of the comp ou nd, but not in 
the absence of the compound , is indicative of increased efp binding act ivity, d e t e rmining 
wh e th e r tbo oompound that incr e a se s th e activity ol'olp inorooooo an activity of a L16 prot e in. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for identifying a compound that increases a binding 
activity of prokaryotic elongation factor p (efp) comprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting elp with a compound; and 

(b) determining whether the compound binds to efp by a binding assay selected from the 
group consisting of gel electrophoresis, Western blot, filter binding, and scintillation proximity 
assay: and 

(c\ comparing the binding activit y of efp in the absence of the compound to the binding 
activity of efp in the presence of the compound: 

wherein an increase in binding activity in the presence of the c ompound is indicative of a 
compound that increases the binding activity of the efp . 
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9 to 142. (Canceled) 

143. (Currently Amended) A method lor identifying a compound that decreases a binding 
activity of prokaryotic elongation factor p (efp) comprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting efp with a compound; and 

(b) determining whether the compound binds to efp by measuring the intrinsic 
fluorescence of efp and determining whether the intrinsic fluorescence is decreased by the 
binding, wherein the intrinsic fluorescence of efp is measured by a change in the fluorescence of 
Ibc tryptophan residue(s) of eip; and 

(c) comparing the fluorescence of efp in the presence of the compound to the 
fluorescence of efp in the absence of the compound , 

wh e r e in the fluorouoonoo of ofp io m e asur e d and com pared- to the fluorescence intensity of efp in 
the pr ese nce of the compound, wherein a decrease in fluorescence intensity indicates binding of 
efp and wherein a decrease in the intrinsic fluorescence of efp indicates that the compound 
decreases the binding activity of efp . 

144. (canceled) 

1 45. (Currently Amended) A method for identifying a compound that decreases a binding 
activity of prokaryotic elongation factor p (efp) and an acti vity of a L 16 protei n comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) contacting efp with a compound; 

(b) determining whether the compound decreases the binding activity of efp; and 

(c) comparing the ac t i v ity of a LI 6 protein in the presence of the compound to the 
activity of a LI 6 protein in t he absence of the compound: 

wherein an decrease in the ac tivi ty of a LI 6 protein in the presence of the compound, but not in 
the absence of the compound, is indicative of decreased efp binding activity n, determining 
wh e th e r the compound that d e cr e as es thu binding activity of efp deor e as es- aft activ i ty of o bl - 6 
protein. 
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